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territory has been opened up by the iron horse. The
greater part is more unknown to-day than the land around
the North Pole.
A small party of engineers set off up country to map out
a projected extension. They plunged boldly into the
depths of the primeval forest. But they never returned.
What happened when they disappeared within the tangled
labyrinth of trees no one knows. The time slipped by, and
their comrades outside, fretting at their prolonged absence,
grew so alarmed that a relief party was organised. The
worst was dreaded, for the hostility of the natives to the
locomotive was known only too well. The relief party
advanced warily, weapons in hand, ready for the slightest
sign of fight. However, they were safe from molestation,
but had not ventured far into the tangled jungle before
they solved the mystery, and were able to reconstruct a
tragic adventure only too realistically.
The steps of the surveying engineers had been dogged
silently and relentlessly by the remorseless savages,
When the former had gained a point sufficiently remote
from the belt of civilisation, they were laid lew by poisoned
arrows. The relief-party accounted for every engineer, but
one and all were beyond human succour. They were
found in a gruesome row, poised upside down, with stakes
driven lengthwise through their bodies and heads into the
ground. They had been pinned down with no more com-
punction than the school-boy secures his etymological prize
to a piece of cardboard.
A few years ago British North Borneo was the scene of
a similar disaster. It had been decided to drive a railway
from coast to coast, and a party set out on the recon-
naissance, as the first step in a new railway undertaking
is called. The path lay through the dense forest which
had never been penetrated by the white man, and where
the dreaded Head Hunters held undisputed sway* The
prospect was forbidding in the extreme, but it did not
dismay the engineers who plunged fearlessly into the bush.
As the crow flies their journey was only one of some 150